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Supplementary information
To test the colloidal stability of Ce6@TA-Fe(III) NPs in the physiological pH buffers. DLS measurements of Ce6@TA-Fe(III) NPs in 0.1× PBS and DMEM at 25 o C were monitored over a week period.
To test the Ce6 loading efficiency (LE) and encapsulation efficiency (EE), the Ce6@TA-Fe(III) NPs were lyophilized and weighed, and then dissolved in an alkaline solution. The concentration of Ce6 was calculated according to UV absorbance at 402 nm and referring to a standard curve of free-carrier Ce6 concentration in an alkaline solution (Fig. S4) . The LE and EE were calculated by the 
